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in what was essential for all men. That was in the year 1791. They first had
free primary education in Prance in the year 1881, that is, 90 years afterwards.
I notice also that the Hon'ble Mr. Gokhale, who in this and other matters has
shown so much moderation, has dropped for the present this question of free
education, and I do not think that in the circumstances I need detain the
Council much longer. I leave the question as it was left last year.

"Reference has been made by Hon'ble Members to the new "Department
that is still new and indeed has not yet been weaned. I can assure them that
this Department is at present engaged, and busily engaged, in trying to draw
up schemes for the advancement of primary education. What forms ^ these
schemes will take eventually I ain not in a position to say; I do not know,
and if I did know I could not say; but I can assure the Council that the
Government of India will never depart from any pledges that they have
given, and I think that the creation of the new Department was in some
measure a pledge that they would press on the policy of education more earnestly
and more vigorously, as funds permit, than before."

The Hon'ble MB. MAZHABUL HAQTJE : " I have just a few words to say
in reply. I am thoroughly satisfied with raising this discussion in this Council.
That was my only object, and I never expected, while we non-officials are so
much in the minority, that this resolution would be at once accepted. I said
in my speech, and I repeat it, that we intend to bring this matter up before
this Council year after year, because we have set our hearts upon providing
free primary1 education for the people of the country and we shall not be
satisfied unless they get it. Of course, we do not expect that we shall succeed at
once, as it is difficult to make an impression upon the Government. But
eventually we do expect to make an impression, and especially we have at the
Head of this newly-created Education Department such a sympathetic" officer
as our friend the Hon'ble Mr. Butler. We non-ofncial Members have been
very pleased today to hear the speech of the Hon'ble Member and the pledges
that he has given on behalf of the Government of India, and we are all
grateful to him.

" I may say one word more. Being a lawyer, I thought that the Hon'ble
Mr. Butler had really got me as regards the interpretation of rules and that
perhaps I was wrong in moving this resolution, as he reminded the Council
that it was within one year of the discussion we had last year on the same subject.
I believe the Hon'ble Mr. Butler has mixed up the two sets of rules: one
set of which is as regards the discussion of budget, the other as regards the
discussion of matters of public interest."

THE PRESIDENT : " The Hou'ble Member must resume his seat.
The Hun'ble Member is out of order. The admissibility of this resolution
rests entirely with Government, and since it has been permitted, it is a mere
waste of time for the Council to discuss it further."

"The Honlble MR. MAZHABUL HAQUE: "I bow to the ruling of the
Chair; but I was charged with ignorance of rules, and I think I wae bound to
reply.

" Sir, one word more as regards the points raised by the Hon'ble Mr. Quin
of Bombay. He said that it is the traditional policy of the Local Govern-
ment to oppose this scheme of free primary education. At least I think that
is what I heard him say."

The Hon'ble MB. QTJIN: "That is not what I intended to say. I said
it was the traditional policy or the supposed traditional policy of a Member
representing a Provincial Government to get as much money as he can for pro-
vincial finances from Imperial revenue."

The Hon'ble MB. MAZHABTJL HAQUE : "If that is so, I have nothing
more to say. I shall leave the Hon'ble Mr. Gokhale to convert the Hon'ble
Mr. Quin to our views, and I hope when he comes next year he will support
us."                                                                                                     rr

The resolution was put and rejected.